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with the remains to F. The President inquired my views.
I thought the suggestions in regard to himself and Messrs.
Seward and Bates very well, and it would be best not to take
official action but to let each member of the Cabinet act
his pleasure. For my own part, I felt little inclined to par-
ticipate. I have never called upon him living, and while his
position and office were to be respected, I had no honors
for the deceased beyond those that were public. That he
had many good qualities and possessed ability, I do not
doubt; that he rendered service in Jackson's administra-
tion is true, and during most of his judicial life he was up-
right and just. But the course pursued in the Dred Scott
case and all the attending circumstances forfeited respect
for him as a man or a judge.

October 15, Saturday. The speeches of Jeff Davis betoken
the close of the War. The rebellion is becoming exhausted,
and I hope ere many months will be entirely suppressed.
Not that there may not be lingering banditti to rob and
murder for a while longer, the offspring of a demoralized
state of society, but the organized rebellion cannot long
endure.

One of the assistants from the office of Judge-Advocate
Holt came from that office to make some inquiries as to the
views of the Department in Scofield's case. He says that
Thurlow Weed and Raymond are very urgent in the mat-
ter, and that some one named Williamson is active and
pressing. I have no doubt a heavy fee lies behind a pardon
in this case, which is pressed upon the President as if it
were all-essential that it should be granted before the elec-
tion. It pains me that the President should listen to such
fellows in such a matter, or allow himself to be tampered
with at all. The very fact that he avoids communicating
with me on the subject is complimentary to me; at the
same time it is evident that he has some conception of the
unworthy purpose of the intriguers I mention.

General Banks called on me yesterday formally before